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ABSTRACT: The Rhinolragini known (o occur in Mexico are reviewed. Keys are provided for Ihe determination 
of (he seven genera and also for species in the genera. Distribution maps are included for (he more common 
species and most of the new taxa are illustrated. New species include: Tomopterus exilis, Acyphoderes amoena, 
A. fulgida, A. prolixa, and A. parva. 

New synonymies and one new combination are proposed. 


Introduction 

The Rhinotragini comprise a large group of 
Neotropical Cerambycidae which is particularly 
abundant and diverse in South America. The 
group is of special interest because of the re¬ 
markable degree of mimicry exhibited by most 
species. This is evident in modifications in form, 
coloration, and behavior, with the various taxa 
utilizing a wide range of models, particularly 
bees, wasps, and “protected" beetles of other 
families. Frequently, the mimicry is expressed 
in strong sexual dimorphism and dichromatism 
with males and females utilizing different 
models. 

The number of species diminish as the group 
extends northward from South America, and 
only one is thus far known to occur in the United 
States. As presently defined, the Mexican fauna 
consists of 22 species in 7 genera. Some of the 
species appear to be restricted to Mexico, while 
others range into Central America to Costa Rica 
or Panama. One is also found in South America. 

Tribe Rhinotragini Lacordaire 

Rhinotragjdes Lacordaire, 1869:497. 

Rhinolraginae Bates, 1873:21. 

Rhinotragini Linsley, 1963:164. 


Body more or less elongate. Head prolonged 
below eyes to form a muzzle; antennae usually 
shorter than body in both sexes, outer segments 
more or less serrated; eyes finely faceted, with 
lower lobes very large, nearly contiguous in 
front in males; palpi short, last segment subcy- 
lindrical or ovate-cylindrical, apex truncate; 
mandibles short. Pronotum cylindrical or round¬ 
ed, without a lateral spine or tubercle; proster¬ 
num with intercoxal process narrow, level, an¬ 
terior coxae usually obliquely exserted, cavities 
feebly angulate externally; intermediate coxal 
cavities open externally; epistema of metatho¬ 
rax very large, triangular, and in front broad and 
narrowly separated from coxae. Elytra nearly 
always modified, attenuated, subulate, or 
squamiform. 

Key to the Mexican Genera of 
Rhinotragini 

1. Elytra short, not extended over abdo¬ 
men _ 2 

Elytra longer, extended at least partially 

over abdomen 4 

2(1). Elytra narrowing posteriorly, apices de¬ 
hiscent and narrowly rounded 3 


169 ] 
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Elytra not narrowing posteriorly, apices 

obliquely truncate _ Tomopterus 

3(2). Pronotum with disk punctate, calluses, 
if present, small, rounded; posterior 
tibiae with very dense brush of long 

pubescence _ Epimelitta 

Pronotum with three longitudinal, gla¬ 
brous calluses on disk; posterior tibi¬ 
ae with apical brush small, the pubes¬ 
cence short _ Bromiades 

4(1). Pronotum uniformly punctate or with 
rounded calluses on disk; femora 

moderately clavate_ 6 

Pronotum usually with three distinct, 
longitudinal calluses on disk; anterior 
and intermediate femora often very 

strongly clavate_ 5 

5(4). Antennae short, serrate apically; ante¬ 
rior and intermediate femora very 

strongly clavate_ Acyphoderes 

Antennae slender, elongate, filiform api¬ 
cally; anterior and intermediate fem¬ 
ora narrowly clavate Stenopseutes 

6(4). Elytra with disk vitreous transparent; 
pronotum about as long as broad or 

slightly longer_ Odontocera 

Elytra with disk shining, not transpar¬ 
ent; pronotum narrow, distinctly 
longer than broad _ Ommata 

Genus Tomopterus Audinet-Serville 

Tomopterus Audinet-Serville, 1833:544; Newman 1840:21: 

White 1855:176; Thomson 1860:166, 168; 1864:163, 416; 

Lacordaire 1869:509; Bates 1870:329; 1880:44. 

This genus may be recognized by the short, 
rather squat form, short, subserrate antennae, 
rounded pronotum, short, apically truncate ely¬ 
tra, and arcuate posterior femora. 

Type-species: Tomopterus stciphylinus Au¬ 
dinet-Serville, 1833 (monotypic). 

The species of Tomopterus appear to mimic 
eumenine vespids. Two species occur in Mexi¬ 
co. 

Tomopterus vespoides White 

Tomopterus vespoides White, 1855:176, pi. 5, fig. 8; Bates 

1880:44; 1885:291; Fisher 1930:17. 

Male: Integument black, antennae reddish 
distally, apices of hind femora and tibiae pale, 
elytra usually narrowly reddish along lateral 
margins and with a reddish median stripe ex¬ 
tending from humeri arcuately to middle of 


apex. Head with eyes contiguous on front; an¬ 
tennae with segments from fifth expanded, sub- 
serrate. Pronotum almost as broad as elytra; 
disk coarsely, contiguously punctate; apex and 
base with bands of yellow, appressed pubes¬ 
cence. Scutellum elongate, triangular, nonpu- 
bescent. Elytra moderately coarsely, densely 
punctate, sparsely pubescent. Abdomen with 
sternites margined with yellowish, appressed 
pubescence; parameres prominent. Length, 8- 
10 mm. 

Female: Form more robust. Head with eyes 
separated on front by about width of antennal 
scape. Scutellum yellow-pubescent. Elytra 
black medially, remainder reddish. Abdomen 
bulbous, pointed apically. Length, 8-10 mm. 

Type-locality: Guatemala. 

Range: Tamaulipas, Mexico to Panama. 

Flower Records (Costa Rica): Bixa , For- 
steronia, Byrsoninui , Paullinia, Cordia. 

New Records: 1 female, 10 miles [16 km] N Cuidad Vic¬ 
toria, Tamaulipas, 20 Aug. 1941 (H. S. Dybas); 1 female, 9 
miles [ca. 14 km] S Tuxpan, Veracruz, 11 June 1961 (Mich- 
ener and Ordway); 1 female, Tehuantepec, Oaxaca, 8 July 
1962. 

Tomopterus exilis, new species 
(Figure 1) 

Female: Form small, rather slender; integu¬ 
ment black, antennae brownish; elytra narrowly 
pale at base, each side with a broad, oblique, 
pale vitta extending from behind humerus to 
apex; anterior and intermediate legs brownish, 
posterior femora pale over basal one-half; pu¬ 
bescence silvery, appressed. Head with front 
rather short, moderately coarsely, densely 
punctate; eyes separated on front by little more 
than diameter of antennal scape; separated on 
vertex by about twice diameter of scape; anten¬ 
nae clavate, enlarging from fifth segment, outer 
segments broader than long, with small apical 
poriferous areas, third segment longer than first, 
fourth shorter than first, fifth longer than fourth, 
basal segments with a few, long, erect setae be¬ 
neath. Pronotum as long as broad, cylindrical: 
disk coarsely, deeply reticulate-punctate; apex 
narrowly impressed, base rather broadly im¬ 
pressed; apex and base with narrow 7 transverse 
silvery bands of appressed pubescence, each 
side with a narrower band behind middle ex¬ 
tending from sides to coxal cavities: long, pale, 
erect hairs numerous; prosternum densely punc¬ 
tate, sparsely clothed with long, erect hairs; 
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mesostemum with a broad pubescent band over 
epimeron; metasternum sparsely punctate, with 
a long erect seta rising from each puncture, a 
narrow, oblique, pubescent band present pos¬ 
teriorly. Scutellum densely silver-pubescent. 
Elytra broader than long, densely, deeply, con¬ 
tiguously punctate; pubescence long, erect; pale 
vittae in form of a broad V; apices obliquely 
truncate. Legs slender; femora enlarged over 
apical one-half, hind pair arcuate, extending al¬ 
most to apex of abdomen; tibiae slender. Ab¬ 
domen only slightly enlarged posteriorly; punc¬ 
tures and pubescence fine, sternites more 
densely pubescent along posterior margins; last 
stemite rounded at apex. Length. 8 mm. 

Hololype, female (National Museum of Natural History) 
from Cancun, Quintana Roo, Mexico, 25 Apr. 1974 (D. 
Plelsch). 

The more slender form, cylindrical rather 
than transverse pronotum, and longer antennae 
will separate this species from T. vespoides 
White. 

Genus Epimelitta Bates 

Charis Newman, 1840:21; Thomson 1864:163; Lacordaire 

1869:507 (name preoccupied). Type-species: Charis eu- 

phrosyne Newman, 1840, Thomson designation, 1864). 
Epimelitta Bates, 1870:330; 1873:123. 

Charisia Champion, 1892:161 (new name for Charis New¬ 
man, 1840, preoccupied). 

The Mexican species in this genus may be rec¬ 
ognized by the short elytra, lack of longitudinal 
calluses on the pronotum, and densely tufted 
posterior tibiae. 

Type-species: Epimelitta meliponica Bates, 
1870 (by present designation). 

Most species of Epimelitta mimic meliponid 
bees. The group is dominantly South American 
with only two species presently known from 
Mexico. 

Epimelitta nigerrima (Bates) 

Charisia nigerrima Bates, 1892:160, pi.6, fig. 8. 

Epimelitta nigerrima : Aurivillius 1912:284. 

Female: Integument black, antennae reddish 
brown. Antennae short, serrate from fifth seg¬ 
ment. Pronotum densely clothed with long erect 
pubescence: disk callused behind middle. Elytra 
strongly dehiscent, densely punctate. Legs 
short, femora and tibiae with dense tufts of dark 
pubescence. Length, 11 mm. 

Type-locality: Atoyac, Veracruz, Mexico. 

Only the holotype of this species is known. 



Figure 1. Dorsal view of pronotum and body of Tomop- 
terus exilis Chemsak and Linsley, female. 

Epimelitta aureopilis Fisher 

Epimelitta (?) aureopilis Fishi r. 1953:16. 

Mall: Form slender, elongate: head, pro¬ 
thorax, part of metasternum and often bases of 
hind femora black, antennae reddish brown, 
elytra testaceous except for narrow black lateral 
and sutural margins, legs and abdomen partially 
reddish, posterior tarsi yellow. Head small, 
front golden pubescent; antennae slender, mod¬ 
erately serrate. Pronotum densely, coarsely 
punctate; apex and base with a broad band of 
appressed golden pubescence, basal band reach¬ 
ing to about middle at center. Elytra dehiscent, 
sparsely pubescent. Legs with posterior pair 
very elongate, femora feebly clavate, tibiae with 
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a dense tuft of long reddish-orange pubescence. 
Abdomen elongate, slender, last sternite barely 
impressed. Length. 16-21 mm. 

Female: Form and coloration similar. Ab¬ 
domen with last sternite narrowly rounded at 
apex. Length, 18-23 mm. 

Type-locality: Tolome, Veracruz. Mexico. 

T his species differs greatly in facies from oth¬ 
er known Epimelitta. Its long, slender form with 
very long posterior legs, make it especially dis¬ 
tinctive. However, except for these character¬ 
istics, aureopilis is structurally similar to other 
species within the genus. 

Fisher (1953) tentatively assigned aureopilis 
to Epimelitta because of the difficulty in delim¬ 
iting genera of Rhinotragini. We have retained 
it in this genus since it is beyond the intent of 
this paper to attempt to clarify the generic clas¬ 
sification of this primarily South American 
group. 

New Records: 3 females, 3 males, Coiaxtla Exp. Sla., 
Colaxtla, Veracruz. 1 Aug. 1962 (D. H. Janzen); 1 male, 
Ixmal, Yucatan (G. F. Gaumer); I female, 30 miles [48 km] 
NE Tehuantepec, Oaxaca, 8 July 1955 (D. Giuliani). 

Genus Bromiades Thomson 

Bromiades Thomson, 1864:165; Lacordaire 1869:506; 

Baies 1873:120; Zayas 1975:130. 

The tricallused pronotum, strongly serrate an¬ 
tennae, and short, tapered elytra distinguish this 
genus. 

Type-species: Oclontocera braehyptera 
Chevrolat, 1838 (by original designation). 

Bromiades braehyptera (Chevrolat) 

Odontovera braehyptera Chevrolat, 1838:285; Jacquelin 

duVal in Sacra 1857:269, pi. 10, fig. 9. 

Bromiades brachyptera: Thomson 1864:165; Bates 1873:120; 

Fishir 1930; 13; Tinsley 1935:85, pi. 2, fig. 3; Zayas 

1956:113; 1975:131, pi. 17, fig. a. 

Bromiades meridionalis Fisher, 1930:14 (lype-localily, Ca- 

bima, Panama). New Synonymy. 

Male: Integument black, shining, antennal 
segments four to usually eight, yellowish basal- 
ly; elytra broadly testaceous medially: femora 
usually with basal one-half testaceous: anterior 
and intermediate tibiae basally and posterior 
pair except apically, testaceous. Pronotum 
densely clothed with golden, recumbent pubes¬ 
cence between calluses. Abdomen not modified 
apically. Length, 15-17 mm. 

Female: Form and coloration similar to male. 


abdomen broader. Antennae occasionally al¬ 
most all black. Length, 16-18 mm. 

Type-locality: Cuba. 

Range: Central Mexico to Colombia and 
Cuba. 

Host Plants: Atulira inennis (W. Wright) 

H. B.K. ex D.C. (Cuba). 

Flower Records. Costa Rica: Cordia, Ca¬ 
se aria, Forsteronia, Coccoloba, asclepiad vine. 
Mexico: Spondias. 

Color variation is apparent in the antennae 
and legs. Specimens from Panama have domi¬ 
nantly black antennae and orange posterior fem¬ 
ora and tibial brushes. This type of color vari¬ 
ation occurs in numerous species throughout the 
tribe. 

We have seen no additional specimens from 
Mexico since those reported by Linsley (1935) 
from Bejucos. 

Genus Acyphoderes Audinet-Serville 

Acyphoderes Audinet-Serville, 1833:549; White 1855:194; 

Thomson 1860:179; 1864:165; Lacordaire 1869:505; 

Bates 1873:117; 1880:43. 

This genus may be recognized by the dorsal 
callosities of the pronotum. The antennae are 
distally serrate and usually extend to about the 
middle of the elytra. The elytra are subulate or 
elongate, narrowed posteriorly and extend to the 
abdomen. The anterior and intermediate femora 
are usually strongly clavate. Males of most 
species have the last abdominal sternite modi¬ 
fied in varying degrees. 

Type-species: Acyphoderes aurulenta Kirby, 
1818 (Thomson designation, 1864). 

Acyphoderes, with ten species, is the largest 
group of Rhinotragini found in Mexico. Two 
other species, velutinus Bates, 1885, and ves- 
piventris Bates, 1880, described originally from 
Guatemala, probably also occur in Mexico. 

Key to the Mexican species of Acyphoderes 

I. Pronotum black, with discal callosities 

shining, punctures sparse or absent 


Pronotum reddish or infuseated, discal 
callosities opaque, densely punctate 

.. . 5 

2(1). Pronotum with transverse or longitudi¬ 
nal bands of dense, appressed pubes¬ 
cence .. 3 

Pronotum rather sparsely pubescent. 
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without basal and apical transverse 

pubescent bands _ . _ _ 4 

3(2). Pronotum densely pubescent along api¬ 
cal and basal margins, dorsal calluses 
usually punctate, lateral pair rounded, 
punctures very dense, confluent. 
Length, 13-20 mm. Sinaloa to Oaxaca 

and Veracruz_ cribricollis 

Pronotum densely pubescent except on 
calluses, calluses shining, elongate, 
not punctate, punctures obscured. 
Length, 14-18 mm. Sinaloa to Chia¬ 
pas _ amoena 

4(2). Elytra subulate, extending only to an¬ 
terior margin of second abdominal 
segment; abdomen strongly inflated 
toward apex. Length. 17-21 mm. 

Nayarit to Oaxaca and Veracruz_ 

_ sexual is 

Elytra more gradually tapering, extend¬ 
ing over first three abdominal seg¬ 
ments; abdomen narrowed toward 
apex. Length, 14-18 mm. Veracruz to 

Costa Rica . _ fulgida 

5(1). Elytra with apices rounded, as broad as 
or broader than diameter of antennal 

scape_ 6 

Elytra with apices truncate to emargin- 
ate, narrower than diameter of anten¬ 
nal scape _ .... 7 

6(5). Pronotum deeply impressed at base and 
apex, with bands of dense appressed 
pubescence in impressions; elytra 
black around scutellum. Length, 20- 

25 mm. Colima _ prolixa 

Pronotum not deeply and broadly im¬ 
pressed at base and apex, without 
transverse bands of dense pubes¬ 
cence; elytra pale around scutellum. 
Length, 11-18 mm. Baja California 

_ delicata 

7(5). Pronotum with apical and basal trans¬ 
verse bands of dense, appressed pu¬ 
bescence, dorsal calluses moderately 

elevated_ ... _ -- 8 

Pronotum rather uniformly pubescent, 
without transverse bands, dorsal cal¬ 
luses prominently elevated. Length, 
15-20 mm. Colima to Oaxaca and Ve¬ 
racruz _ . acutipennis 

8(7). Elytra 2.5 or more times longer than 
basal width, extending at least to third 
abdominal segment _ 9 


Elytra short, 2.0 times as long as basal 
width, extending only to second ab¬ 
dominal segment. Length, 10-18 mm. 
Campeche to Honduras ... yiuaieca 
9(8). Legs with hind femora pedunculate; ab¬ 
domen abruptly inflated toward apex; 
elytra with two oblique, usually 
brownish, scabrous bands at base. 
Length, 11-16 mm. Sinaloa to Nay¬ 
arit _ _ pare a 

Legs with hind femora gradually en¬ 
larged; abdomen gradually expanded 
toward apex; elytra punctate at base, 
with a triangular yellowish area 
around scutellum. Length, 13-22 mm. 
Sonora and Tamaulipas to Costa Rica 
_ s navis 

Acyphoderes cribricollis Bates 

Acyphoderes cribricollis Baies, 1892:160, pi. 6, fig. 6; Lnss- 
ley 1935:84; Chemsak 1967:74 (lectolype). 

Male: Form slender, elongate; integument 
black; antennae reddish brown, usually infus- 
cated apically; elytra testaceous, shining, mar¬ 
gins dark, legs pale, hind pair with femoral club 
and apices of tibiae brownish; abdomen with 
first two segments yellowish, usually infuscated 
apically, other segments usually reddish. Head 
with front densely pubescent, eyes separated by 
less than diameter of antennal scape. Pronotum 
longer than broad; apex and base broadly im¬ 
pressed; disk with median callus punctate, lat¬ 
eral pair more elevated anteriorly, glabrous, 
rounded; punctures dense, opaque; apical and 
basal margins with broad bands of dense, ap¬ 
pressed, golden pubescence, bands joined lat¬ 
erally and usually extended longitudinally on 
disk on each side of middle; pro- and mesoster- 
num pubescent; anterior one-half of metaster¬ 
num and posterior end of episternum densely 
pubescent. Elytra extending to posterior margin 
of third abdominal segment; base and disk fine¬ 
ly, sparsely punctate, margins densely punctate; 
apices rounded, about as broad as antennal 
scape. Legs with femora clavate, anterior and 
intermediate pairs moderately clavate. Abdo¬ 
men slender, slightly enlarged toward apex; last 
sternite deeply, broadly excavated, margins 
prominent, elevated apically. Length, 14-20 
mm. 

Female: Form similar. Head with eyes 
widely separated on front. Abdomen with last 
sternite not modified. Length, 13-20 mm. 
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Type-locality: Ventanas, Durango. 

Flower Records: Croton , Xanthoxylum , 
Jatropha. 

The dense pubescence, rounded, glabrous cal¬ 
luses, and dense, opaque punctation of the 
pronotum distinguish this species. 

New Records: See Figure 2. 

Acyphoderes amoena, new species 
(Figure 3) 

Male: Form moderate sized; integument 
black; antennae reddish brown; elytra shining, 
yellow-brown, margins black, base often with 
two short dark vittae extending back from inside 
of humeri; legs orange-brown, posterior femora 
often dark over clavate portion; abdomen usu¬ 
ally pale and dark. Head with eyes separated on 
front by less than diameter of antennal scape; 
front and vertex densely clothed w ith appressed 
golden pubescence. Pronotum longer than 
broad, sides impressed before and behind mid¬ 
dle; disk uneven, dorsal calluses glabrous, ele¬ 
vated, sides with smaller calluses before middle, 
pubescence between calluses dense, appressed, 
golden, obscuring surface, long, erect hairs rath¬ 


er sparse; prostemum densely pubescent; meso- 
sternum densely clothed with appressed golden 
pubescence; metasternum densely pubescent 
except for rectangular areas near base, epister- 
num with dense pubescent patches posteriorly 
and anteriorly on upper margin. Elytra elongate, 
extending to fourth abdominal segment; lateral 
margins darkened, narrowly punctate, sutural 
margins elevated, narrowly dark; disk shining, 
very sparsely punctate except on base: apices 
rounded, broad. Legs with anterior and inter¬ 
mediate femora moderately clavate; posterior 
femora gradually clavate; posterior tibiae dense¬ 
ly pubescent over apical one-half. Abdomen not 
apically enlarged; sternites with small patches 
of dense pubescence at sides of apical margins; 
last sternite broadly excavated, margins elevat¬ 
ed toward apex, angles blunt. Length, 14-18 
mm. 

Female: Form similar. Head with eyes 
widely separated on front. Abdomen with last 
sternite broadly rounded at apex. Length 16-18 
mm. 

Holotypc, male (California Academy of Sciences) from 3 
miles [ca. 5 km] E Villa Union, Sinaloa, Mexico, 24 July 1972, 
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Figure 3. Acyphoderes anwena Chemsak and Linsley, male. 


on Jatropha curias flowers (J. A. and M. A. Chemsak, A. E. 
and M. M. Michelbacher). Paratypes as follow: 1 male, same 
data as type; 1 female, 16 miles [ca. 26 km] NE San Bias, 
Nayarit, 21 July 1963 (R. Westcott): 1 male, 14 miles [ca. 23 


km] NW Tehuantepec, Oaxaca, 26 June 1961, on flowers of 
Croton (Univ. Kans. Mex. Exped.); 1 male, 23 miles [ca. 37 
km] S Matias Romero, Oaxaca, 14 Aug. 1963 (Parker and 
Stange); 1 female, Playa La Ventosa. 3.5 miles [ca. 5.6 km] 
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NE Salina Cruz, Oaxaca, 28 July 1970 (Fisher, Sullivan); 1 
female, 5 miles [ca. 8 kmj NW Escuinapa, Sinaloa, 25 July 
1971 (Fisher). 

We are also assigning to this species five spec¬ 
imens from various localities in Mexico which 
differ in having the antennae black, with seg¬ 
ments 8-11 all or partially yellow. In most of 
these, the two basal black vittae of the elytra 
are very distinct and the pubescence is more 
silvery than golden. Structurally they are iden¬ 
tical with the typical forms. 

Records are: I female, Tecolopa, Colima, 31 July 1954 (Ca- 
zier, Gertsch, Bradts); 1 female, 10 miles [ca. 16 kmj W Col¬ 
ima, 1 Aug. 1954 (Cazier, Gertsch, Bradts); 1 male, Manzan¬ 
illo, Colima, 12 July 1956 (R. and K. Dreisbach); 1 male, 
Acapulco, Guerrero, 30 July 1933 (M. A. Embury); 1 male, 31 
miles [ca. 50 kmj SE Comitan, Chiapas, 18 June 1965 (Burke, 
Meyer, Schaffner). 

Acyphoderes sexualis Linsley 

Acyphoderes sexualis Linsley, 1934:349; 1935:84, pi. 2, figs. 

1, la. 

Male: Form rather elongate; integument 
black, antennae with basal segments infuscated 
beneath, reddish above, outer segments pale an¬ 
nulate basally; elytra with disk pale vitreous; 
abdomen with first segment reddish at middle; 
posterior legs with femora narrowly pale basal¬ 
ly, tibiae yellowish at basal one-half. Head with 
eyes separated on front by about diameter of 
third antennal segment. Pronotum slightly 
broader than long, sides impressed behind mid¬ 
dle, base narrower than apex; disk with three 
longitudinal, sparsely punctate, shining calluses; 
punctures between calluses fine, dense; pubes¬ 
cence fine, moderately dense, appressed, long 
erect hairs numerous; mesosternum with epi- 
meron densely pubescent; metasternum with a 
broad, densely pubescent band anteriorly and a 
narrow band along posterior margin. Elytra sub¬ 
ulate, extending to anterior portion of second 
abdominal segment; lateral margins broadly 
black and densely punctate, sutural margins nar¬ 
rowly black, impunctate; base scabrous, with 
two oblique black vittae behind scutellum; disk 
vitreous, almost impunctate. Legs with anterior 
and intermediate femora strongly clavate; pos¬ 
terior tibiae with a dense brush of hairs over 
apical one-half. Abdomen strongly inllated to¬ 
ward apex; sternites with first three segments 
margined at sides and apices with dense pubes¬ 
cence; last slernite with a large circular plate. 


sides prominently elevated; claspers large. 
Length, 20-21 mm. 

Female: Form similar. Head with eyes 
widely separated on front. Pronotum with dorsal 
calluses less prominent. Abdomen with last ster- 
nite excavated but lacking a plate. Length, 17 
mm. 

Type-locality: Bejucos, Temascaltepec, 
Mexico. 

Flower Records: Acacia , Spondias. 

New Records: I male, Arroyo Santiago, near Jesus Maria, 
Nayarit, 5 July 1955 (B. Malkin): 1 male, Mexcala, Guerrero, 
29 June 1951 (H. Evans); 2 males, 20 miles [32 kmj S Malias 
Romero, Oaxaca, 25 June 1961, on flowers of Acacia (Univ. 
Kans. Mex. Exped.); 1 female, 8 miles [ca. 13 km] NE Ca- 
temaco, Veracruz, 3 July 1971 (Clark, Murray, Hart, Schaff¬ 
ner). 

Acyphoderes fulgida. new species 
(Figure 4) 

Male: Form moderate sized, tapering; integ¬ 
ument black, shining; antennae often brownish 
toward apex; elytra with disk testaceous, vitre¬ 
ous; hind femora usually testaceous over basal 
one-half except at extreme base. Head with eyes 
contiguous on front; inner margins of front ele¬ 
vated, nonpubescent. Pronotum longer than 
broad, sides impressed behind middle; disk with 
dorsal calluses elongate, barely punctate, shin¬ 
ing; sides with oblique calluses on anterior one- 
half; punctures between calluses fine, dense; 
pubescence fine, pale, appressed, denser on 
sides, long, pale, erect hairs numerous; proster¬ 
num densely punctate at middle, densely clothed 
with long, pale, erect hairs; mesosternum with 
a dense, pale, pubescent patch on epimeron; 
metastemum densely pubescent over apical one- 
fourth, episternum with a small pubescent patch 
at end. Elytra elongate, extending to fourth ab¬ 
dominal segment; lateral margins broadly black 
at base, narrowly black toward apex, sutural 
margins more broadly black at base; punctures 
dense on dark margins, disk very sparsely punc¬ 
tate; apices rounded, broader than antennal 
scape. Legs with anterior and intermediate fem¬ 
ora strongly clavate, clavae large; posterior fem¬ 
ora gradually clavate; posterior tibiae with a 
moderately dense brush of dark hairs over apical 
one-half. Abdomen not enlarged apically; ster¬ 
nites one to three densely clothed with pale pu¬ 
bescence along lateral and apical margins and 
with a double row at middle; last sternite shal¬ 
lowly excavated with a large blunt tubercle on 
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Figurls 4-5. Dorsal view of pronotum and body of {left) Acyphoderes fulgida Chemsak and Linsley. male, and (right) 
Acyphoderes parva Chemsak and Linsley, male. 


each side at base, claspers densely pubescent. 
Length, 16-18 mm. 

Female: Form similar. Head with eyes sep¬ 
arated on front by more than diameter of anten¬ 
nal scape. Pronotum very sparsely punctate be¬ 
tween calluses. Abdomen with last sternite 
narrowly rounded at apex. Length, 14-18 mm. 

Holotype, male: allotype (California Academy of Sciences) 
from La Pacifica, 4 km NW Canas, Guanacaste Prov., Costa 
Rica, 25 May 1974, on Casearia nitida flowers (P. Opler). Six 
paratypes (3 males, 3 females) same locality, all collected by 
P. Opler, 25 May 1974, 2-4 June 1973, on asclepid vine, 3 
June 1971, on Trigonia floribunda : 1 female, 2 miles [ca. 3.2 
km] NW Canas, 18-21 May 1974 (E. Giesbert); 2 females, 
Playa Hermosa, Guanacaste, 6-10 June 1974 (Giesbert). 


Two additional specimens (1 male, 1 female) from Salto 
Eyiplantla, near Catemaco, Veracruz. Mexico, 17 Aug. 1976 
(J. Hafernik and R. Garrison) are also assigned to this species. 

In addition to the marked sexual dimorphism, 
this species varies slightly in coloration. Males 
occasionally have the posterior femora yellow 
and brownish. Some of the females have the 
femora and tibiae pale brownish except for the 
apical one-half of the hind tibiae. 

The elongate elytra, punctation of the prono¬ 
tum, and nonbulbous abdomen will separate ful- 
gida from sexualis. The structure of the male 
copulatory apparatus is also strikingly different 
in the two species. 
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Acyphoderes prolixa, new species 

Male: Form very elongate; head reddish: an¬ 
tennae brownish; pronotum black; dorsal callus¬ 
es reddish; elytra testaceous, margins brownish, 
base with a triangular black spot around scutel- 
lum; thoracic sterna black; legs pale, tibiae dark 
on dorsal edge, femora black internally on an¬ 
terior portion of club; abdomen pale basally, 
reddish toward apex, sternites variably infus- 
cated at bases. Head with eyes separated on 
front by about diameter of antennal scape; inner 
margins of front densely pubescent; antennae 
with segments from fourth opaque. Pronotum 
slightly longer than broad, sides rounded; apex 
and base broadly impressed; disk convex, dorsal 
calluses moderately elevated; calluses punctate, 
other punctures fine, dense; apex and base with 
densely pubescent bands; prosternum densely 
pubescent; mesostemum with epimeron densely 
clothed with pale appressed pubescence; meta¬ 
sternum densely pubescent anteriorly, epister- 
num with a dense pubescent patch posteriorly. 
Elytra narrow, extending at least to middle of 
third abdominal segment; lateral margins brown¬ 
ish, densely punctate, sutural margins elevated, 
pale brownish; disk shining, testaceous, very 
sparsely punctate; apices rounded, about as 
wide as antennal scape. Legs with anterior and 
intermediate femora strongly clavate; posterior 
femora petiolate, clavae moderate. Abdomen 
elongate, not enlarged apically; sternites densely 
punctate, moderately densely pubescent; fourth 
sternite shallowly impressed at apex; last ster- 
nite broadly, deeply impressed, margins elevat¬ 
ed basally, not forming angle at apex. Length, 
21-25 mm. 

Female: Form more robust, less elongate. 
Head with eyes widely separated on front. 
Pronotum reddish, black on apical and basal 
margins; metepistemum partially reddish. Ab¬ 
domen enlarged apically; last sternite not im¬ 
pressed. Length, 20-24 mm. 

Holotype, male, allotype (American Museum of Nalural His¬ 
tory) and 6 paralypes (3 males, 3 females) from 10 miles [ca. 
16 km] W Colima, Colima, Mexico, 1 Aug. 1954 (M. Cazier, 
W. Gertsch, Bradts). 

This species may be recognized by the elon¬ 
gate form and black triangular patch around the 
scutellum. The coloration, more petiolate pos¬ 
terior femora, and broadly excavated, margined 
last abdominal sternite of the males will separate 
prolixa from suavis . 


Acyphoderes delicata Horn 

Acyphoderes delicatus Horn, 1894:400; Hamilton 1896:168; 

Linsley 1942:54. 

Male: Form slender, gradually tapering; in¬ 
tegument reddish; antennae orange-brown; ely¬ 
tra shining pale brownish, margins darker; un¬ 
derside partially infuscated; legs pale, femora 
with clavate portions brownish, hind tibiae 
broadly brown at apices. Head with eyes sepa¬ 
rated on front by more than diameter of antennal 
scape. Pronotum as long as broad, broadly 
rounded; disk opaque, median callus narrow, 
elongate, lateral pair broader, arcuate, densely 
punctate; pubescence fine, uniform, dense, 
short, erect; mesosternum with sides densely 
pubescent; metasternum densely pubescent 
over anterior one-half, epistemum with a dense 
pubescent patch posteriorly. Elytra extending to 
fourth abdominal segment; base narrowly yel¬ 
lowish, sparsely punctate, margins densely 
punctate, disk sparsely punctate; apices round¬ 
ed, much broader than antennal scape. Legs 
with anterior and intermediate femora clavate, 
clavae small; posterior tibiae densely pubescent 
at apical one-half. Abdomen slender, not en¬ 
larged apically; last sternite very shallowly im¬ 
pressed at apex, sides not margined. Length. 11- 
18 mm. 

Female: Not seen. 

Type-locality: El Taste, Baja California 
Sur. 

This species is distinctively characterized by 
the inflated, opaque pronotum and apically slen¬ 
der abdomen. 

New Records: 2 males, Sanla Victoria Trail: La Burrera- 
La Laguna ridge, 1,200-1,350 m, Baja California Sur, 28 Aug. 
and 2 Sep. 1977 (R. L. Westcotl). 

Acyphoderes acutipcnnis Thomson 

Acyphoderes acutipennis Thomson, 1860:179; Bates, 1880:43; 

1885:290. 

Male: Form elongate, strongly tapered; in¬ 
tegument brownish; calluses of pronotum often 
yellowish; elytra yellowish brown. Head with 
eyes separated on front by about diameter of 
antennal scape; pubescence sparse. Pronotum 
longer than broad, sides impressed behind mid¬ 
dle; disk with calluses prominently elevated, 
punctate, subopaque; pubescence moderately 
dense, pale, appressed, rather uniform; meso¬ 
sternum with a dense patch of appressed pubes- 
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cence at sides; metasternum with a small pu¬ 
bescent patch on posterior part of episternum. 
Elytra elongate, strongly tapered, extending to 
anterior margin of third abdominal segment; lat¬ 
eral margins broadly brownish, densely punc¬ 
tate, sutural margins narrowly brownish; base 
finely, densely asperate punctate; disk finely, 
sparsely punctate, each puncture bearing a short 
erect seta; apices truncate, narrower than di¬ 
ameter of antennal scape. Legs with anterior and 
intermediate femora strongly clavate. Abdomen 
gradually inflated toward apex; last sternite shal¬ 
lowly impressed at apex, sides barely margined. 
Length, 15-20 mm. 

Female: Form similar. Head with eyes more 
widely separated on front. Abdomen more bul¬ 
bous, last sternite not impressed. Length, 16-20 
mm. 

Type-locality: Mexico. 

The prominent, often pale calluses of the 
pronotum and rather elongate, apically narrow 
elytra make this species distinctive. 

New records: 4 males, 2 females, Temascal, Oaxaca, 3 June 
1964, 1 Nov. 1963 (D. Janzen); 1 male, Tezonapa, Veracruz. 
July 1906; 1 male, Colima, Colima (Conradl). 

Aeyphoderes yucateca (Bates), new combination 

Odontocera yucateca Bates, 1892:159, pi. 6, fig. 7; Chemsak 

1967:78 (leclolype). 

Male: Form moderately elongate, strongly 
tapered; integument light to dark reddish brown; 
elytra with disk testaceous. Head with eyes sep¬ 
arated on front by about diameter of antennal 
scape. Pronotum longer than broad, sides lightly 
impressed behind middle, base slightly narrower 
than apex; disk with elongate calluses punctate, 
opaque; punctation dense, shallow, scabrous; 
base and apex with narrow bands of dense, ap- 
pressed pubescence, long erect hairs rather 
sparse; meso- and metasternum with small, 
densely pubescent patches at sides of posterior 
margins. Elytra strongly tapered, extending to 
anterior margin of second abdominal segment; 
lateral margins dark from behind humeri to api¬ 
ces, densely punctate, sutural margins narrowly 
dark; impunctate; base moderately densely 
punctate, punctures sparse toward apex, each 
bearing a short seta; humeri and often a V- 
shaped basal vitta dark; apices truncate, nar¬ 
rower than diameter of antennal scape. Legs 
with anterior and intermediate femora strongly 
clavate. Abdomen moderately inflated toward 
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apex; two basal segments yellowish; last sternite 
shallowly impressed, sides lightly margined; last 
tergite densely clothed with appressed pubes¬ 
cence. Length, 10-18 mm. 

Female: Form similar. Head with eyes more 
widely separated on front. Abdomen more in¬ 
flated toward apex; last sternite unmodified. 
Length. 12-18 mm. 

Type-locality: Temax, Yucatan, Mexico. 

The pubescent bands and less elevated callus¬ 
es of the pronotum will distinguish this species 
from acutipennis. 

New Records: 4 males, Yucatan (G. F. Gaumer); 3 males, 
3 females. Piste, Yucatan, 6 and 26 Sep. 1967 (E. Welling); 1 
male, Yaxche, Yucatan, 10 Sep. 1964 (J. and D. Pallister); 1 
male, 1 female, X-Can, Quintana Roo, 25 June 1967, 26 Sep. 
1967 (Welling); 1 male, Hwy. 180, Quintana Roo, 23 Mar. 1964 
(E. L. Mockford); 1 male, 26 miles [ca. 42 kml S Yucatan 
line, Campeche, 30 June 1963 (Porter); 1 male, Campeche, 
Campeche, 30 June 1966 (McFadden); 1 male, El Zapotal, 2 
miles [ca. 3.2 km] S Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, 9 July 1957 
(J. Chemsak); 1 female, Puerto Castilla, Honduras, Sep. 1945 
(Crowell). 

Aeyphoderes parva, new species 
(Figure 5) 

Male: Form rather small, short; integument 
pale brownish; head, pronotum, underside, and 
abdomen variously infuscated; elytra testa¬ 
ceous, dark margined, and with two dark, 
oblique basal bands. Head with eyes separated 
on front by a little more than diameter of anten¬ 
nal scape; inner margins of front densely pubes¬ 
cent. Pronotum longer than broad, sides slightly 
impressed behind middle; disk convex, dorsal 
calluses rather prominent, punctate; surface 
densely punctate, opaque; apical and basal mar¬ 
gins with narrow pubescent bands; sternum with 
a narrow, densely pubescent band at sides; 
metasternum densely pubescent, with a pubes¬ 
cent patch at end of episternum. Elytra extend¬ 
ing to anterior margin of third abdominal seg¬ 
ment; base finely scabrous, densely punctate; 
lateral margins densely punctate, disk finely, 
sparsely punctate; apices truncate, narrower 
than antennal scape. Legs with anterior and in¬ 
termediate femora strongly clavate, clavae 
large; hind femora petiolate, clavae short; hind 
tibiae arcuate. Abdomen enlarged toward apex; 
two basal segments with lateral patches of dense 
pubescence; last sternite broadly excavated, 
margins elevated at apex forming obtuse angles. 
Length 11-15 mm. 
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Female: Form similar. Head with eyes more 
widely separated on front. Pronotum with dorsal 
calluses less prominent. Abdomen bulbous, last 
sternite not impressed. Length, 12-16 mm. 

Hololype, male; allotype (California Academy of Sciences) 
from 5 miles [ca. 8 km} N Mazallan, Sinaloa, Mexico, 1 Aug. 
1972, on flowers of Buddleia wrightii (J. A. and M. A. Chem- 
sak), 9-15 Aug. 1970, on B. wrightii (J. A. Chemsak). Para- 
types as follow: 1 female, 5 miles [ca. 8 km] N Mazallan, 9- 
15 Aug. 1970, on Buddleia (J. A. Chemsak); 10 males, Ma¬ 
zallan, 28 Nov. 1962 (T. Ganlenbein); 1 female, Acaponela, 
Nayaril, 19 Nov. 1955 (E. C. Bay): 2 males, 15 miles [ca.24 
km] NW Acaponeta, 19 Oct. 1964 (A. E. Michelbacher); 1 
male, 15 miles [ca. 24 km] S Acaponela, 20 Aug. 1964 (Burke 
and Apperson): I female, Teacapan, Sinaloa, 29 June 1956 (R. 
and K. Dreisbach): 2 females, Tuxpan, Nayaril, 20 Aug. 1964 
(Burke and Apperson); 1 female, 60 miles [ca. 97 km] N Tepic, 
Nayaril, 15 Aug. 1957 (J. A. Chemsak). 

This species averages smaller in size than 
most other Mexican Acyphoderes. It can be sep¬ 
arated from snavis by the different coloration, 
more inflated abdomen, and petiolate posterior 
femora. Additionally, the excavation of the last 
abdominal sternite of males is deeper and the 
margins more highly elevated. 

The coloration of parva varies from brownish 
to black and the basal oblique dark bands of the 
elytra are often vague. 

Acyphoderes suavis Bates 

Acyphoderes suavis Bates, 1885:290, pi. 20, fig. 20. 

Male: Form elongate; integument reddish; 
antennae with segments 6-8 usually infuscated; 
elytra pale brownish with a pale triangular basal 
area; underside variously infuscated; front and 
middle femora basally and dorsally dark, hind 
femora dark at middle; hind tibiae dark annulate 
on apical one-half. Head with eyes separated on 
front by slightly more than diameter of antennal 
scape. Pronotum longer than broad, sides lightly 
impressed behind middle; apex and base nar¬ 
rowly impressed; dorsal calluses moderately el¬ 
evated, opaque; apex and base with a band of 
dense, appressed pubescence; mesosternum 
with epimeron densely pubescent; metasternum 
with a densely pubescent patch at posterior edge 
of episternum. Elytra extending to third abdom¬ 
inal segment; lateral margins lightly infuscated, 
densely punctate; disk finely, sparsely punctate; 
apices truncate, as broad as or narrower than 
antennal scape. Legs with anterior and inter¬ 
mediate femora strongly clavate, posterior pair 
gradually clavate. Abdomen gradually enlarged 


apically; last sternite impressed at apex, sides 
moderately produced apically. Length, 13-24 
mm. 

Female: Form similar. Abdomen more bul¬ 
bous, last sternite not impressed. Length, 15-22 
mm. 

Type-locality; Cordoba, Mexico. 

Flower Records: Buddleia , Jatropha (Mex¬ 
ico); Casearia , Baltimora (Costa Rica). 

This species may be readily recognized by the 
color and pubescent bands of the pronotum. 

In flight, adults greatly resemble and behave 
like those of Polistes instabilis Sauss. 

New Records: See Figure 6. Known from 
Mexico to Costa Rica. 

Genus Stenopseutes Bates 
Stenopseutes Bates, 1873:130; 1880:44. 

This genus may be recognized by the slender 
antennae, longitudinally tricallose pronotum, re¬ 
duced prosternal process, and slender, feebly 
clavate femora. 

Type-species: Stenopseutes aeger Bates, 
1873 (monotypic). 

Two species are known, one from Mexico. 
Stenopseutes serieinus Bates 

Stenopseutes serieinus Bates, 1880:44. 

Female: Integument testaceous, antennae 
brownish. Pronotum densely clothed with ap¬ 
pressed pubescence. Elytra vitreous with a tri¬ 
angular patch of appressed pubescence at base; 
margins narrowly dark. Legs yellowish, femora 
feebly clavate. Length, 14 mm. 

Type-locality: Mexico. 

No new material of this species has been seen. 
The above characterization was based upon a 
35-mm color transparency of a specimen in the 
British Museum (Natural History). 

Genus Odontocera Audinet-Serville 

Odontocera Audinet-Serville, 1833:546; White 1855:187; 

Thomson 1860:176; 1864:417; Lacordaire 1869:503; 

Bates 1873:36; 1880:42; Linsle^ 1963:165. 

The primary characteristic of this genus in 
Mexico is the vitreous disk of the elytra. Odon¬ 
tocera differs from Ommata by this character 
and also by the less elongate pronotum. Acy¬ 
phoderes differs by the tricallused pronotum and 
usually more strongly clavate femora. 
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Type-species: Odontoccra vitrca Audinet- 
Serville (Thomson designation, 1864). 

Key to the Mexican species of Odontoccra 

1. Pronotum margined apically and basally 
by bands of dense, appressed pubes¬ 
cence _ __2 

Pronotum lacking dense pubescent 
bands, disk usually with a longitudinal 
median callus. Length, 11-16 mm. 

Mexico to Nicaragua _ clam 

2(1). Elytra more than 3 times longer than 
basal width, erect hairs at base short: 
antennae extending beyond middle of 
elytra. Length, 11-20 mm. Southern 

Arizona to Chiapas and Veracruz _ 

_ aurocincta 

Elytra less than 3 times longer than bas¬ 
al width, erect hairs at base long: an¬ 
tennae not reaching to middle of ely¬ 
tra. Length, 12-13 mm. Tamaulipasto 
Veracruz _ fuscicornis 

Odontocera fuscicornis Bates 

Odontocera fuscicornis Bates, 1885:289. 

Male: Form slender, rather short; integument 
black: antennae reddish; legs brownish, femora 
pale at bases; elytra yellowish, vitreous, nar¬ 
rowly margined by black, apices black, base 
with two dark humeral vittae; abdomen with 
first two segments partially pale. Head with 
front short, eyes contiguous; antennae short, 
segments from sixth expanded at apices, basal 
segments with a few long, erect hairs beneath. 
Pronotum moderately coarsely, subreticulately 
punctate; base deeply impressed, apical and 
basal pubescent bands silvery, long, erect hairs 
numerous. Elytra less than 3 times longer than 
basal width; punctures on vitreous areas sparse; 
pubescence at base long, erect. Legs with fem¬ 
ora clavate; posterior tibiae moderately pubes¬ 
cent. Abdomen with last stemite impressed for 
most of its length, sides feebly elevated. Length, 
12-13 mm. 

Female: Form and coloration similar. Head 
with eyes well separated on front. Abdomen 
with last sternite not modified. Length, 13 mm. 

Type-locality: Cordoba, Mexico. 

The smaller size, shorter elytra and antennae 
will separate this species from aurocincta. 

New Records: 2 males, 1 female, 22 miles [ca. 35 km] N 
El Limon, Tamaulipas, 9 June 1951 (P. D. Hurd). 


Odontocera aurocincta Bates 
Odontoccra aurocincta Bates, 1873:42. 

Male: Form elongate, slender, integument 
black; antennae pale with basal segments often 
infuscated: elytra pale, shining, base often 
black, lateral margins black to beyond middle; 
legs black or with only clavate portions of fem¬ 
ora black; abdomen with segments one and two 
mostly pale. Head with front moderate, eyes 
subcontiguous; antennae slender, extending a 
little beyond middle of elytra, segments from 
sixth slightly produced apically. Pronotum long¬ 
er than broad, sides rounded; disk coarsely, sub- 
confluently punctate; apex and base with a band 
of dense, silvery or golden, appressed pubes¬ 
cence, bands extended along sides and united; 
long erect hairs numerous: mesosternum dense¬ 
ly pubescent on epimeron; pubescent bands on 
anterior and posterior margins of metasternum 
and on episternum. Elytra more than 3 times 
longer than basal width; margins densely punc¬ 
tate, pale portion of disk rather sparsely, sepa¬ 
rately punctate; pubescence sparse, short, erect 
over basal half. Legs slender, femora clavate. 
Abdomen with last three sternites densely punc¬ 
tate, last sternite feebly impressed over most of 
its length, sides margined but not elevated. 
Length, 11-19 mm. 

Female: Form similar; head and pronotum 
often reddish; antennae usually pale; legs pale, 
with femoral clavae black; abdomen usually 
mostly yellowish or reddish; pubescence golden. 
Head with eyes widely separated on front. Ab¬ 
domen somewhat inflated toward apex; last ster¬ 
nite rounded at apex. Length, 12-20 mm. 

Type-locality: Tehuantepec, Mexico. 

This species is easily separated by the elon¬ 
gate form and pubescent bands of the pronotum. 

Two distinct subspecies can be recognized. 

Odontocera aurocincta aurocincta Bates 

Odontoccra aurocincta Bates, 1873:42; 1880:43. 

Odontoccra aurocincta aurocincta ; Linsley 1961:163. 
Odontocera aurocincta var. nigroapicalis Fisher, 1947:52; 

Linsley 1961:164 (lype-locality, La Gloria, Cardel, Vera¬ 
cruz). 

Males with pubescence golden: antennae usu¬ 
ally all pale; elytra without basal black bands; 
legs with femoral clubs black. Females with 
head and pronotum black. 

Type-locality: Tehuantepec. 
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Range: State of Nayarit to Chiapas, north 
to Veracruz (Fig. 7). 

Flight Period: June to August. 

Adults have been taken on flowers of Acacia. 

Odontocera aurocincta arizonensis Linsley 

Odontocera aurocincta arizonensis Linsley. 1961:163; 
1963:165. 

Males with silvery pubescence; antennae with 
basal segments infuscated; legs usually all black; 
elytra black basally. Females with head and 
pronotum reddish. 

Type-locality: Box Canyon, Santa Rita 
Mts., Arizona. 

Range: southern Arizona to Sinaloa (Fig. 7). 
Flight Period: July to September. 

Adults frequent the flowers of Acacia , Biul- 
dlcia, Croton, and Jatropha. 

Although the models have not been specifi¬ 
cally determined, it is clear that the two sexes 
of this subspecies mimic different insects. Fe¬ 
males greatly resemble and fly like vespids, 
while males appear more like ichneumonids in 
the field. 


Odontocera clara Bates 

Odontocera clara Bates, 1873:38; 1874:222; 1880:43, pi. 5, 
fig. 4. 

Odontocera carinicollis Linsley, 1934:348; 1935:84, pi. 2, fig. 
6 (type-locality: Bejucos, Temascaltepec, Mexico). New 
Synonymy. 

Male: Form slender, elongate; integument 
black: pronotum often reddish; elytra pale vit¬ 
reous except for narrow black margins: legs oc¬ 
casionally pale; antennae often with outer seg¬ 
ments pale annulate. Head with front moderately 
long, eyes subcontiguous; antennae slender, ex¬ 
tending beyond middle of elytra, segments from 
sixth slightly produced apically. Pronotum long¬ 
er than broad, sides rounded; disk rather finely, 
irregularly punctate; middle usually with a lon¬ 
gitudinal, slightly elevated callus which extends 
over most of the length: pubescence fine, erect, 
with appressed pubescence at sides; metaster¬ 
num densely pubescent. Elytra more than V/i 
times longer than basal width; base and black 
margins densely punctate, pale disk sparsely 
punctate; pubescence sparse. Legs slender: 
femora moderately clavate. Abdomen densely 
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Figure 7. Known distribution of Acyphoderes aurocim ta aurocincla Bates (closed circles), and A. aurocincta arizonensis 
Linsley (open circles). 


pubescent; last sternite shallowly impressed at 
apex, sides barely elevated. Length, 11-14 mm. 

Female: Form similar. Pronotum a little 
broader. Abdomen with last sternite narrowly 
rounded at apex. Length, 14-16 mm. 

Type-locality: Chontales, Nicaragua. 

This species varies in having the pronotum 
reddish or black. The elongate, median callus of 
the pronotum characterizes it. 

New Records: 1 male, 1 female, 6 miles [ca. 10 km] N La 
Ventosa, Oaxaca, 19 July 1963 (W. A. Foster); I female, Su- 
chiapa, Chiapas, 17 July 1957 (J. A. Chemsak): 1 female, 5.5 
miles [ca. 8.9 km] NW Acala, Chiapas, 23 June 1965 (Burke, 
Meyer, Schaffner); 1 female, 30 miles [ca. 48 km] NE Te¬ 
huantepec, Oaxaca, 8 July 1955 (D. Giuliani); 1 female, 4.4 
miles lea. 7.1 km] E Cuernavaca, Morelos, 6-8 July 1974 
(Clark, Murray, Ashe, Schaffner). 

Genus Ommata White 

Ommata White, 1855:194; Thomson 1864:166; Lacordaire 

1869:502; Bates 1870:319; 1873:26; 1880:42; Zajcjw 

1966:875; 1970:37. 

This is probably the most difficult genus of 
Rhinotragini to define. It has been divided into 


a number of subgenera, but a study of the entire 
group will be necessary to correctly determine 
the systematic position of the Mexican Ommata. 
In Mexico, the genus may be recognized by the 
usually long antennae, non-callused, elongate 
pronotum and usually non-vitreous elytra. 

Type-species: Ommata elegans White, 1855 
(monotypic). 

Three species are presently known from Mex¬ 
ico. 

Key to the Mexican species of Ommata 

1. Pronotum elongate, cylindrical, not broad¬ 

ly impressed at base and apex; elytra 
subglabrous, with fine erect hairs arising 

from each puncture _ _ 2 

Pronotum about as long as broad, broadly 
impressed at base and apex; elytra 
densely clothed with appressed. golden 
pubescence. Length, 11 mm. Veracruz 
to Panama _ sallaei 

2. Integument, especially pronotum and un¬ 

derside, metallic bluish to greenish; pos- 
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terior tibiae densely clothed with sub¬ 
erect, black setae. Length. 11-13 mm. 

Veracruz to Oaxaca_ cyanca 

Integument non-metallic, abdomen often 
reddish; posterior tibiae sparsely pubes¬ 
cent. Length, 7-10 mm. Morelos to Gua¬ 
temala _ championella 

Ommata championella Bates 

Ommata ( Eclipia ) championella Bates, 1880:42; Zajciw 
1970:38. 

Ommata (Ommata) rubriventris Linsley, 1934:347; 1935:84; 
Zajciw 1966:91 (type-locality: Tejupilco, Temascaltepec, 
Mexico). New Synonymy. 

Male: Integument black; antennae with outer 
segments basally yellow annulate; elytra with 
disk longitudinally pale brownish; femora yel¬ 
lowish basally; abdomen often reddish. Head 
with antennae enlarged from seventh segment. 
Pronotum narrow, shallowly reticulate-punc¬ 
tate. Elytra moderately coarsely, densely punc¬ 
tate, punctures becoming denser toward apex. 
Abdomen elongate: last sternite impressed at 
apex. Length, 7-9 mm. 

Female: Form more robust. Prothorax often 
reddish. Abdomen broader, reddish; last sternite 
narrowly rounded at apex. Length, 8-10 mm. 
Type-locality: Calderas, Guatemala. 
Range: Morelos, Mexico to Guatemala. 

The small, slender form, punctation of the 
pronotum, and paler longitudinal stripes of the 
elytra will separate this species from other 
known Mexican Ommata. 

New Records: 1 female, 7 miles [ca. 11 km] SW Yautepec, 
Morelos, 2 July 1961, 3,500 ft [ca. 1,067 m] (Univ. Kansas 
Mex. Exped.); 1 male, 1 female, 3 miles [ca. 5 km] SE La 
Trinitaria, Chiapas, 18, 19 June 1965 (Burke, Meyer, Schaff- 
ner): 1 female, Las Margaritas, Chiapas, 18 June 1965 (Burke, 
Meyer, Schaffner); 1 female, 7 miles [ca. 11 km] SWTeopisca, 
Chiapas, 23 May 1969 (J. M. Campbell). 

Ommata cyanea Bates 

Ommata cyanea Bates, 1885:288. 

Ommata (Eclipta) cyanea\ Zajciw, 1970:38. 

Male: Integument greenish or bluish metallic; 
antennae bluish, yellow annulate from fourth 
segment: legs bluish; elytra brownish down mid¬ 
dle. Head with antennae as long as elytra, seg¬ 
ments from sixth apically expanded. Pronotum 
cylindrical; coarsely punctate at middle; sparse¬ 
ly pubescent; strongly narrowed toward apex; 
apices truncate. Legs with posterior femora 


elongate, feebly clavate. Abdomen with last 
sternite deeply impressed. Length, 11 mm. 

Female: Form similar. Antennae black; basal 
segments densely pubescent. Abdomen broader; 
last sternite narrowly rounded at apex. Length, 
12-13 mm. 

Type-locality: Cordova, Mexico. 

The metallic coloration makes this species 
distinctive. 

New Records; 1 female, 5 miles [ca. 8 km] S Lake Cate- 
maco, Veracruz, 6 July 1961 (D. H. Janzen); 1 female, 1 male. 
Temescal, Oaxaca, 6 July 1965 (G. Nelson and family). 

Ommata sallaei Bates 

Ommata sallaei Bates, 1885:289, pi. 20, fig. 15. 

Female: Integument yellowish; mandibles, 
eyes, antennae basally and at apices of outer 
segments, apical and basal margins and rounded 
median spot on pronotum, elytra except for tri¬ 
angular basal area, apices and dorsal edges of 
femora and bands on clubs of hind femora, and 
parts of underside black. Antennae slender, seg¬ 
ments feebly produced at apices. Eyes widely 
separated on front. Pronotum coarsely punctate, 
sparsely pubescent. Elytra opaque, densely 
punctate and pubescent, apices truncate. Length, 

11 mm. 

Type-locality: Cordova, Veracruz. 

This species is distinctive among Mexican 
Ommata in its color and opaque elytra. It is also 
known from Cerro Campana in Panama. 
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